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SUGGESTED FISTS CLUB CALLING FREQUENCIES 

 
1.808 MHz (160m) – 3.528 MHz (80m) – 7.028 MHz (40m) – 10.118 MHz (30m) – 

14.058 MHz (20m) – 18.085 MHz (17m) – 21.058 MHz (15m) – 24.918 MHz (12m) – 28.058 MHz (10m) 
 

Members are reminded that the above frequencies are suggested calling frequencies. If they are busy, it is suggested that 
once you establish contact with a station, it may be prudent to change frequency down the band, avoiding other calling 
frequencies of known clubs. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Welcome to our latest members: - 

ZL1BWG-Bruce Scahill #14116.  Bruce lives in Whangarei in the northern part of North Island – one of six from that city.  

Bruce joins us having won a FISTS Down Under Prize in the 2009 NZART Straight Key Night.  He says the prize and the 
invitation to join were completely unexpected.  This is what he wrote about himself. – 1980.  Approximately six or seven 
weeks later, I entered the National Field Day contest, in the straight CW section; it was called jumping out of the frying pan 
into the fire.  However, all things considered, I didn’t do too badly and it was an enjoyable experience. 

I continued right through the 1980’s, mainly on 80M, primarily on CW, as I found that so many times it was so much easier 
to read stations especially during high QRN.  One of the best CW competitions I remember from then was called a “left 
foot” contest, which literally meant that you keyed with either right or left foot!  I found that I could scrape about 10wpm, 
but it was hard going! 

I am a straight key operator, but can, if I had to, operate a paddle at limited speed.  Straight keying is like hand writing – no 
two operators being the same – and therefore you strive all the harder, to shape characters. 

I have only been back on air for just over a year, after an absence of some 15. I enjoy operating QRP a lot, for the sheer 
pleasure of working long distance on low power, for this I either use a ZC1 MKII or an FT-817 – what a contrast! 

VK6RK-Keith Bainbridge #14117 who comes from Eden Hill a suburb of Perth, Western Australia.  Keith writes about 

himself – Briefly, I have been licensed since 1981, first as G6HHV then passed the CW and became G0HEI. 
I emigrated to VK6 in 1987 as VK6BRK, then 20+ years as VK6XH before changing to VK6RK a year ago. I’ve always 
been a lover of CW but never a good operator in the mode. 
 
My interest is in Keys, and I’m hoping that as the collection grows bigger my CW will also improve. I write the VK6 notes 
column in A.R magazine so any info for inclusion is always appreciated. My primary interest is in Contesting, DX-ing and 
microwave activity and I hope to include EME in that list shortly. (Photos of your keys would be appreciated – Ed) 
 
I’m an active member of the Northern Corridor Radio Group here in Perth and we always look forward to receiving visitors 
at the clubhouse in Whiteman Park. 
 
VK2RH-Stephen Rapley #14118 whose residence is in Newtown, New South Wales – Newtown is a suburb in the Inner 

West of Sydney, in the state of New South Wales, Australia. Newtown is located approximately 4 kilometres south-west of 
the Sydney central business district. – Stephen says “ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suburb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_West_%28Sydney%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_West_%28Sydney%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_central_business_district
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I’ve been licensed since 1976 (formerly VK2NCI, VK2DBN, VK2LR, and VK2ESR). After a long break, I’ve returned to 
ham radio. I’ve always been keen on homebrew equipment and QRP. I am still trying to develop an effective antenna for 
my tiny inner-city home. Most amateur activity now is operating portable. So code is crucial. I also love it. I even use it on 
my iPhone! My immediate mission is to improve and increase my speed – both receiving and sending.  
 
 
 

DOWN UNDER MEMBERS’ NEWS 
 

Many thanks to the following members for their generous donations: – VK5BSC-Brian #9601, VK3DBD-David #3756, 
ZL1PD-Rod #9622, ZL1AYQ-Jim #9602 and VK1AI-Greg #9604 
 
Last month we reported that ZL2JKY-Jakey #6462 was one of the winners for the FISTS Down Under Prize in the NZART 

Straight Key Night 2009.  Jakey usually chases the sun by spending the summer in ZL. (We hope he doesn’t feel short-
changed this time!) So while he is a member of UK FISTS it was a nice surprise to receive the FISTS certificate and the 
news that I have a “free ride” in the Society until 31.3.11! 
 
It was only the second time I have been able to take part in NZ SKN!  I had to ask for a couple of repeats of QTHs, nothing 
to do with the other chap’s sending, just unfamiliar names. In my first attempt, in 2003, I remember being floored when I 
copied “CHCH” hi! 
 
In case you are thinking that I am using rather a lot of “White-out”, I’ll say that it’s not ALL my fault.  This portable 
typewriter, from the second-hand shop, has a German keyboard, with the Z where the Y should be and several other 
differences from QWERTY standard! 
 
Incidentally, you could say we bought this house in the same shop, but that’s another story. 
We arrived back here on October 1, having missed a visit in 2008/9 owing to XYL Joyce having hospital tests and 
treatment back in Hastings. This involved three re-bookings with Singapore Airlines, one of them due to their computer not 
being able to see more than a year into the future. (We still had to pay the surcharge though!) 
 
Radio this time has been a bit disappointing; conditions have been the worst I can remember and the noise level, 
especially on 7 MHz seems to increase every year. Even when I can hear people I often can’t raise them, probably for two 
reasons – 1. I have been too lazy to get on the roof and raise the trap dipole to its usual position and – 2. Part way through 
the CQWW CW contest, my FL 2000 amplifier went ZZZ~SPLAT as the 10 amp mains fuse disintegrated! 
 
I’m not sure whether branch 24 or 26 will be on for the Jock White Field Day, but if not I shall have a go again as branch 
00 Home Station. 
 
Owing to my not checking dates, our last re-booking puts us leaving Golden Bay part-way through BERU, which is a blow! 
My first appearance was as VS6DN in 1957, when I was the first (and only!) from Hong Kong. Hi! 
  
I hope to hook up some time, cheerio for now. 73 de  
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
2010 RSGB COMMONWEALTH CONTEST (BERU) (Thanks to NZART News Line) 

When :-  13 & 14 March 2010 
Times :- 1000 UTC (Sat.) until 1000 UTC (Sun.) 
Bands :- All Bands 
Mode :-  CW Only 
Considered to be one of the more gentlemanly contests that has been in existence since the mid-1930’s. Apart from the 
individual performances there is a Team’s event, based on individual nation’s participation. The NZART Team under the 
astute leadership of Frank Hunt, ZL2BR won this event in 2007 and finished third last year. Frank is looking for Team 
participants to make up the NZ Team. Interested – contact Frank by “snail mail” at: - 8 Manu Crescent, New Plymouth. 
4310., or email: - zl2br@ihug.co.nz 

 
After three years of second place, and an absence in 2008, to draw breath, ZL6A finally won the Headquarters Section, by 
a considerable margin in the 2009 contest. Well done to ZL1BHQ –John #9625, ZL1AIH-Ken #9094 and Aki, ZL1GO, 

who were on the key. 
 
Contest Rules and other operating information are now available from the Contest website: -  
www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2010/rberu.shtml.  Statistics and photographs related to the Commonwealth Contest may be 

found on Bob, G3PJT’s web site: - 
www.beru.org.uk 

mailto:zl2br@ihug.co.nz
http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2010/rberu.shtml
http://www.beru/
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These are some of the other contest/event offerings in March 2010 most of which will be of more interest to our NA and 
EU readers – Per favour of WA7BMN 
 

AGCW YL-CW Party 1900Z-2100Z, Mar 2 

UBA Spring Contest, CW 0700Z-1100Z, Mar 7 

 1100Z-1700Z, Mar 7 

 1200Z-1400Z, Mar 7 

 1700Z, Mar 9 to 1700Z, Mar 10 and 

 1700Z, Mar 13 to 1700Z, Mar 14 

Cwops Mini-CWT Test 1100Z-1200Z, Mar 10 and 

  1900Z-2000Z, Mar 10 and 

  0300Z-0400Z, Mar 11 

 1830Z-1900Z, Mar 12 (80m) and 

 1900Z-1930Z, Mar 12 (40m) 

RSGB Commonwealth CW Contest 1000Z, Mar 13 to 1000Z, Mar 14 

AGCW QRP Contest 1400Z-2000Z, Mar 13 

NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint 0030Z-0230Z, Mar 18 

 0001Z-2359Z, Mar 20 

 0200Z, Mar 20 to 0200Z, Mar 22 

 1000Z, Mar 20 to 1000Z, Mar 21 

 1200Z, Mar 20 to 1200Z, Mar 21 

 1300Z, Mar 20 to 0100Z, Mar 21 and 

 1300Z-1900Z, Mar 21 

 1400Z-1659Z, Mar 20 (144) and 

 1700Z-1759Z, Mar 20 (432) 

 1800Z, Mar 20 to 1800Z, Mar 21 

 1800Z, Mar 20 to 0100Z, Mar 22 

 1200Z-1600Z, Mar 21 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, Mar 22 

 
TRAWLING THE WEB 

  

This isn’t radio but it is an interesting interactive display of Google’s NEXUS phone; their answer to the iPhone.  It shows 
how far the technology has developed, and no doubt there is more to come in the immediate future – 
www.google.com/phone/?locale=en_US&s7e= 

 
A source of numerous articles and video clips – “Hamuniverse.com  - Your Ham Radio Universe of fun and information for 
amateur (ham) radio” – www.hamuniverse.com 

 
ANOTHER MARITIME RADIO STATION 

(The R/O Is also a Ham and FDU member – Guess who and which ship? – From last month’s newsletter) 
 

The answer is our very own, Roger Wincer, ZL2RX FISTS # 9084 photographed aboard the New Zealand Inter Island 
freight ferry ARAHANGA / ZMBN – Photograph taken sometime in the early to mid 1970’s. 

 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/tjdtx/Local%20Settings/Temp/www.google.com/phone/%3flocale=en_US&s7e=
http://www.hamuniverse.com/
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Another Maritime Station 
 

(The photograph of Another Maritime Station with Roger at the key, created interest from South Africa of all places – here 
is what happened – Ed) 
 
As you know, I send a copy of the FDU to a good friend Adrian ZS1TTZ who lives near Cape Town. He was an R/O on a 
South African line and is a really good CW operator. He was a great supporter of my weekly Straight Key Night. He is a 
man with great recall for all things to do with maritime radio and is a good raconteur and typist. So I thought I would send 
you his comments on “Another Maritime Radio Station (The R/O is also a Ham and FDU Member – Guess Who and which 
Ship?)” – Ian MacQuillan, ZL2AIM #9683. 
 
I’ve been studying that radio room picture at the end and can find no clues at all as to what ship that might be, the call sign 
would have been a nice clue but unfortunately that’s not in view. 
 
That’s a typical “older” style Marconi console so no clues there, the newer type were slightly more spread out in the 
horizontal plane, and lower, so that you didn’t need to stand up to reach anything, as the newer gear was all solid state 
and therefore much smaller. The main receiver in the centre is of course the Marconi Apollo, which won’t have been 
original equipment, in it’s place probably used to be an Atalanta, it was very common to see those being replaced with 
either the Apollo as in this case, Nebula, or Redifon R408 in these consoles. Interestingly, above that is a Salvor 3 reserve 
transmitter which also won’t have been original equipment. I say interestingly because it would be quite unusual for the 
reserve transmitter to be replaced, they’d typically enjoy a fairly peaceful existence and usually last the life of the ship, 
perhaps something horrible happened to the original? Notice the morse key sticking out the front panel? Only the Marconi 
reserve transmitters had that, and they were horrible keys too, difficult to send with any speed, you’d normally just use it to 
tune-up, although with it being up there, in an emergency in bad weather I suppose one could grab the rails with both 
hands and key it with your chin  To the right of the reserve TX is the Lifeguard auto alarm, which is the device that 
listens on 500khz for the auto alarm signal in cases of distress while the R/O is off duty. The auto alarm signal was 12 four 
second long dashes spaced one second apart thus taking an entire minute to send, however the Lifeguard would trigger 
on completion of the 4

th
 correctly received dash and ring bells in the radio room, on the bridge, and in the radio officer’s 

cabin. Sensibly they should have put a bell in the officer’s bar too!! It would also be triggered if the ship’s mains went off, 
as you’d then need to maintain a manual watch on the reserve receiver (batteries) until such time as the mains power was 
restored (the auto alarm, certainly the older valve ones anyway, required mains power to operate). Incidentally the bell in 
the radio officer’s cabin was usually positioned just a couple of feet above the bunk, right over the pillows, and was usually 
of the fire alarm variety, it was often so loud it would frighten the life out of you if it went off in the middle of the night. 
 
I once sailed on a new ship that hadn’t yet been completely debugged, and it had this intermittent habit of shutting down 
both engines and the generators without warning, and this happened one night while we were right in the middle of the 
English Channel, not a great place for something like this to happen .. the bells went off, no lights obviously and it was so 
dark that I couldn’t see a thing, groping around trying to find something to wear I found what turned out to be a shirt and 
decided that will have to do, wrapped it around me and legged it up onto the bridge, the radio room was behind the chart 
room, and as I was sprinting across the bridge, which was illuminated by emergency lighting from the ships batteries, I 
tripped on one of the trailing sleeves which ripped the shirt clean off, and I streaked the remaining distance to the radio 
room, much to the amusement of the captain and other officers gathered there !! I silenced the bells and managed to don 
a life jacket in such a way as to cover up the important bits. !! Anyway I digress  Below the auto alarm is the Monitor 
reserve receiver, which was a piece of junk on h/f but okay on medium frequencies (410 – 512khz), and off picture to the 
right of that would have been the auto keyer, which would send the auto alarm signal and SOS de callsign and two long 
dashes for direction finding if needed. The idea behind that was, if you had to abandon ship and hadn’t by then managed 
to raise any assistance, you’d leave the auto keyer keying the reserve transmitter running on battery supply, which would 
periodically (every 10 minutes?) repeat the SOS and D/F dashes until such time as the ship sank or the batteries died, 
then you’d clear off and get ready with the hand powered lifeboat transmitter, hoping that ships would home in on the 
dying ship with their direction finders until they were close enough for you to establish direct contact from the lifeboat.  
 
Now here’s the puzzling bit, that’s the main transmitter behind the r/o in the picture and initially I thought it was a Crusader 
but it’s not, the layout is more like a Conqueror but the Conqueror had a different bandswitch knob, more like a lever. You 
can see half the knob directly below the half meter on the far left of the picture, looks like it’s straight off a Crusader .. All I 
can think is that it’s a model that came out between the Crusader and Conqueror / Commandant (the Commandant was a 
lower power Conqueror), perhaps a Globespan?, although I thought that was before the Crusader, so I actually don ’t know 
what model that is, would be interested to find out.  
 
On the bottom left of the console is the fusebox and battery charging panel, and top left is the antenna switchbox, 
complete with dummy load for testing, and that’ll be your favourite Marconi key in the foreground Ian !!!  
73 de Adrian – ZS1TTZ.  
 
(Look what you’ve started said Ralph on viewing the above! I decided to write to Adrian correcting one or two items he 
mentioned. The main transmitter is the Marconi Commander which was the lower powered version of the Crusader, and 
he was correct in the fact the Globesapan was before the Crusader. It was a High Powered CW / AM Transmitter whereas 
all the others were CW / SSB. It seems that any Ship Radio Station Photograph is now rare – Has anyone got other 
photographs hidden away? –Ed) 
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WIA POSTERS 
 

We were surprised to receive a supply of posters published in celebration of the WIA centenary.  These were produced 
and posted at considerable expense by WIA. They are A-1 sized (594 mm x 841 mm, so can only be posted in a mailing 
tube.  Unfortunately, with the price of a mailing tube and the postage on such an item, it would not be economical to send 
the posters to individual members, (approx $NZ 13.50.)  Consequently, they will be made available to FISTS members 
and clubs in the Wellington region.  Many thanks to WIA for thinking of us. 
 
 

                                                              
 
 

 
F.D.U. CALL SIGN CHANGE 

 
PIEU SAI, VK6QT # 9693 - NOW VK6JOY. 

 

 
 

VK2CTN / Portable 
 
 

25
th

 January 2010 
After being off-air for several months, the chance to try out a new radio was an opportunity too good to resist. David 
VK3FGE recently bought a new Yeasu FT-817 transceiver and I volunteered to load it up with 2m and 70cm repeaters via 
computer software. Due to scorching summer temperatures, it was not until a few days after I picked up the rig from the 
local radio dealer that the weather had cooled down enough for me to venture outdoors. 
 
I planned to try out portable operation at a nearby park which has a couple of acres of bushland and is something of an 
oasis among the urban sprawl. The morning of my mini QRP expedition dawned and upon arrival at my chosen spot, I 
began to unravel a knotted dipole for the 40m band. My sked time with David VK3FGE and David VK3DBD was getting 
very near, so I quickly fired up the rig. I plugged in my Hi-Mound MK-701 single paddle and was all ready to go.  
 
Unfortunately I hadn't considered setting up the internal electronic keyer, so my paddle was really just an elaborate hand 
key! Since I didn’t want to miss out on the contacts by fumbling through the menu system, I simply used the left side of the 
paddle to generate a rather shaky drop of Morse! The test proved quite successful and the FT-817 is now with its owner 
and destined to be used in a bicycle- mobile capacity.   
 
 
 
 
See Photos Next Page: - 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Page 6 
 

 
Chris VK2CTN/P @ Winston Hills (25km W of Sydney CBD)                                  The FT-817 and MK-701 single paddle key 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now why on earth should four dyed- in -the- wool CW Ops gather around a Bicycle of all things?  

Left to right are Chris VK3CGB, Chris VK2CTN, David VK3DBD and Dave VK3FGE  
 

Don’t hold your breath, but before long Victoria's only (?) Cycle-Mobile op may be spreading RF around the state.  
 

David, VK3FGE has taken delivery of a new Radio, light compact and versatile (he says) and this will compliment his regular pastime of 
gaining exercise on his bike.  

 
Dave and XYL Elayna invited their -comparatively- near Fists neighbours Chris VK3CGB, and David VK3DBD and not so near- Chris 

VK2CTN, who was in the area on business, to a social gathering at their home in Porepunkah, in the Victoria High Country. An occasion 
not to be repeated as a QTH move is taking place very soon, on Feb 16th when they QSY to their new home in Traralgon some 165 km 

West of Melbourne.  
 

To go with the new FT 817, VK3DBD built a specially designed lightweight mobile antenna which has yet to be installed on the cycle, the 
picture gives a pre-view. ......... But just where do you mount the key on bike??  

 
Mobile apart, VK3FGE latest details are on QRZ So keep listening folks and wait for those QRP signals( initially on 40m) from Gippsland.  

 
The antenna farm will be somewhat limited but in due course the Home Station TS 440 will be QRV again on the usual bands.  

 
But Elayna has warned that there may be a few domestic jobs take first priority.  

 
                                                  Really? Can't imagine why?  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


